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EXPLANATION:  This ordinance authorizes, ratifies and approves the Bedminster Township’s purchase of the 

property identified as Lots 4, 4Qfarm, 4.01, and 4.01Qfarm in Block 41 on the Tax Map of the Township of 

Bedminster, located at 2100 Lamington Road, consisting of approximately 62.3± acres in total; and authorizes, 

ratifies and approves an appropriation of a not-to-exceed amount of $2,400,000.00, which amount shall be funded 

through the Township’s Open Space Trust Fund, with a portion to be possibly refunded through a grant from Green 

Acres or other similar funding sources. 

 

BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP 

ORDINANCE #2016-009 
 

An Ordinance Authorizing the Township of Bedminster to 

Purchase the Property Identified as Lots 4, 4Qfarm, 4.01, and 

4.01Qfarm in Block 41 on the Tax Map of Bedminster Township, 

located at 2100 Lamington Road, consisting of approximately 

62.3± acres in total, for Open Space and Related Purposes, as 

Authorized By Chapter XV of the Bedminster Township General 

Ordinance for Open Space, and by N.J.S.A. 40:12-15, et seq., and 

Further Authorizing an Appropriation in the Not-to-Exceed 

Amount of $2,400,000.00, from the Open Space Recreation and 

Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.  

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Bedminster (the “Township”) was advised that the real property 

identified as Lots 4, 4Qfarm, 4.01 and 4.01Qfarm in Block 41 on the Tax Map of Bedminster 

Township in Somerset County, located at 2100 Lamington Road, consisting of approximately 

62.3± acres in total (the “Property”) is up for sale by public auction by the Federal Internal 

Revenue Service (“IRS”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township desires to purchase the Property for open space, recreational and 

conservational purposes pursuant to the purposes and intent of Chapter XV of the Bedminster 

Township General Ordinance, and by N.J.S.A. 40:12-15, et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township believes the Property would add conservational and recreational 

value to the Township, by providing for additional connectivity to the Township’s existing hike 

and bike trails to Lamington Road, as well as expand the Township’s River Road Park; and 

 

WHEREAS, the IRS’ public auction for the sale of the Property was held on May 19, 2016, at 

which the Township was authorized to bid for the purchase of the Property at an amount not to 

exceed $2,400,000.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result of the public auction, the Township was the successful bidder for the 

purchase of the Property, and must satisfy certain contingencies prior to taking title to the 

Property, including the formal authorization, approval and ratification of the Bedminster 

Township Committee by ordinance; and 

  

WHEREAS, New Jersey Conservation Foundation (“NJCF”) has been working with the 

Township to line up funding from various sources, including federal, state, county and municipal 

grants, to help reimburse a portion of the Purchase Price for the Property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township may seek reimbursement of a portion of the purchase price for the 

Property from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres Program 

(“Green Acres”) or other similar funding source, with same satisfying the purpose and intent of 

the New Jersey Green Acres Land Acquisition Act of 1961, the New Jersey Green Acres Land 

Acquisition Act of 1971, and the New Jersey Green Acres Land Acquisition and Recreation 

Opportunities Act, N.J.S.A. 13:8A-1, et seq., as may be hereinafter amended from time to time, 

and the rules and regulations of promulgated pursuant thereto under N.J.A.C. 7:36; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Green Acres was established to further the preservation of farmland, open 

space and historic resources in the State of New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 15-2 of the Bedminster Township General Ordinances, the 

Township has established an Open Space Recreation and Farmland and Historic Preservation 

Trust Fund (the “Open Space Trust Fund”) for the purchase of open space within the Township; 

and 
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WHEREAS, the Township is funding the entire purchase price through its Open Space Trust 

Fund, and will seek potential reimbursement from a grant from Green Acres or other potential 

similar funding sources; and 

 

WHEREAS, preservation of land as open space for conservation, preservation and/or active or 

passive recreation has and will continue to benefit the Township’s residents and add to the 

overall welfare of the community, by: 

 

 preserving and protecting the character, natural areas, historic areas, water quality, and 

environmental resources of Bedminster Township; 

 

 preserving, protecting, enhancing  and contributing to the Township's natural scenic 

beauty, an overall characteristic that Township residents want preserved; 

 

 promoting the conservation and appropriate management of existing woodlands, 

farmland and/or open space; 

 

 providing for the permanent preservation of farmland and woodlands, which supports and 

fosters agricultural viability and habitat corridors; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes it is in the best interest of its citizenry and the 

public at large to purchase the Property, and to fund the Purchase Price through its Open Space 

Trust Fund, with a portion of same to possibly be reimbursed through a grant from Green Acres 

and other similar funding sources; and 

 

WHEREAS, the funding by the Township of the purchase price for acquisition of the Property is 

in accordance with open space, conservation and farmland preservation uses authorized by 

Chapter XV of the Bedminster Township General Ordinance, which states in pertinent part: 

 

“As directed by the township committee, funds from the Open 

Space Trust Fund may be utilized to acquire all types of 

interests in real property, including, not by way of limitations, 

fee simple acquisitions, easements, development rights, or any 

other lesser interests in real estate which will further the goal 

of open space acquisition and preservation. The lands in which 

such interests may be acquired shall include undeveloped land as 

well as land containing improvements at the time of acquisition 

provided the principal purpose of the acquisition is to preserve 

open space.” (Ordinance § 15-2.1) 

; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires hereby to authorize, approve and ratify the 

Township’s bid and purchase of the Property at public auction held by the IRS on May 19, 2016, 

at which time the Township’s bid was accepted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township understands that the purchase of the Property at IRS public auction 

would be in an “as is” condition, and has conducted its due diligence of the Property prior to the 

auction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to authorize the Township Administrator/Clerk, 

Chief Financial Officer, Township Attorney and staff members to take all required actions to 

satisfy all contingencies for the purchase of the Property, and to arrange to close this transaction 

on behalf of the Township at the earliest possible time; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township will fund a the purchase price for acquisition of the Property for the 

open space, conservation and farmland preservation purposes set forth herein, plus any costs and 

fees associated with the acquisition, through a the Township Open Space Trust Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee finds it in the best interest of the Township to purchase 

the Property, and desires to adopt this Ordinance as the vehicle for purchase of the Property. 

 



#2016-009 3 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Bedminster, in the County of Somerset and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. This Ordinance hereby repeals, withdraws and replaces prior Ordinance No. 2016-008, 

which was previously introduced for adoption at the May 16, 2016 Township Committee 

meeting. 

 

2. This Ordinance shall, upon final adoption, authorize the Township of Bedminster to 

expend monies from the Open Space Recreation and Farmland and Historic Preservation 

Trust Fund (the “Trust Fund”) for the purpose of purchasing the property identified as 

Lots 4, 4Qfarm, 4.01 and 4.01Qfarm in Block 41 on the Tax Map of Bedminster 

Township in Somerset County, located at 2100 Lamington Road, consisting of 

approximately 62.3± acres in total (the “Property”).  

 

3. The appropriate Township officials are hereby authorized and directed to utilize monies 

from the Township’s Open Space Trust Fund for the purchase of the Property, including 

any costs and fees associated with the acquisition.  The appropriation of funds in the 

amount not to exceed Two Million, Four Hundred Thousand and 00/100 ($2,400,000.00) 

Dollars, along with the costs and fees associated with the acquisition and closing for the 

purchase of the Property. No expenditure of funds over said amount is authorized without 

further formal action of the Township Committee. 

 

4. The Township of Bedminster is authorized to complete all contingencies for the purchase 

of the Property, and pay the purchase price for the Property, plus costs and fees. The 

Township and NJCF is actively seeking grants funds from Green Acres or other potential 

similar funding sources to refund a portion of the purchase price.     

 

5. The NJCF, Township Clerk/Administrator, Chief Financial Officer, Treasurer, Township 

Attorney, Mayor and appropriate staff and professionals are hereby directed to take all 

required actions to satisfy all contingencies for the purchase of the Property, and to 

arrange to close this transaction on behalf of the Township at the earliest possible time. 

 

6. The Capital Budget of the Township of Bedminster is hereby amended to conform with 

the provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistencies therewith. 

 

7. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication 

according to law. 

 

Introduced by:   

Passed:   

Published:   

Adopted:   

 

*************************************************************************                                                

FINANCE CERTIFICATION 

 

I, Debra Stern, CFO of the Township of Bedminster hereby certify that there are adequate funds 

in an amount not to exceed $2,400,000.00 available for the above named transaction.   Monies 

are available in the Open Space Trust Fund. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

                                                                  Debra Stern, CFO 

************************************************************************* 

 

ATTEST:     BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

By:______________________________  By:______________________________ 

     Judith A. Sullivan, Township Clerk            Steven E. Parker, Mayor 
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Introduced 

 

Seconded 

 

Township Committee 

Vote for  

Adoption 

 

Nay 

 

Abstain 

 

Absent 

  Steven E. Parker, Mayor     

  Bernie Pane     

  Lawrence F. Jacobs     

  Staci Santucci     

  Kenneth Olsen     
 

 


