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EXPLANATION:  This Ordinance amends Ordinance No. 1994-02 establishing sewer service 
charges for sanitary sewer service within the Township of Bedminster.  
 

TOWNSHIP OF BEDMINSTER 
ORDINANCE 2016-01 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1994-02 
ESTABLISHING THE SEWER FEES, RULES AND 
REGULATIONS, AND SEWER CONNECTIONS WITHIN 
SECTIONS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BEDMINSTER. 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Bedminster, in the 

County of Somerset and State of New Jersey as follows: 

Section 1. Section 9-2 entitled “Service and Connection Charges for Sanitary Sewer 

Facilities” of Chapter IX entitled “Sewer and Water” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of 

Bedminster, 1984, is hereby amended to read as follows: [New language bold and underlined, and 

deleted language in double strikethrough]   

9-2.12 Sewer Bill Adjustment Procedure. 

a. The Township of Bedminster charges for sewer usage are based on metered 

potable water consumption.  In the event that the owner or occupant of metered premises 

encounters a leak at a sewered premises, a sewer bill adjustment may be warranted if the 

criteria set forth in this subsection are satisfied. 

1. The leak occurs during the period of October 1 through March 31, 

inclusive for a residential property or during the period of January 1 through 

December 31, inclusive for a commercial property. 

2. The leak has not discharged into the sanitary sewer system; 

3. An example of what might qualify for an adjustment would be a 

leaking irrigation system sprinkler head or a broken potable water service supply 

pipe that is downstream of the meter. 

4. An example of a leak that would not qualify for an adjustment would 

be a leaking toilet or sink, which discharges into the sanitary sewer. 

b. Leaks satisfying the criteria described in subsection 9-2.12(a) may qualify for 

a sewer bill adjustment, provided that the following procedure is followed: 

1. Within seven (7) days of becoming aware of the leak, the sewer user 

shall provide the Sewer Collector with written notice identifying: 

 i. Location of leak (e.g., sprinkler system or internal plumbing) 
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 ii. Description of where the leak was discharging to (e.g., lawn, 

floor, plumbing system, etc.) 

 iii. Date the leak was discovered 

 iv. Date of or intended date of repair 

2. Within twenty-one (21) days of initial notice the sewer user shall 

provide the Sewer Collector with a legible copy of a paid repair bill from licensed 

plumber, or provide written statement from the Township Plumbing Code Official, 

the Township Construction Official or Sewer Utility Consultant corroborating the 

date that the leak was successfully repaired.  The property owner is responsible for 

the cost of associated repairs. 

3. The adjustment to the sewer bill shall be calculated as follows: 

 i. Exclude water use data for period of documented leakage. 

 ii. Use remaining accurate data to determine average daily 

consumption and use this average data in place of the data for the month in which 

the leakage occurred. 

4. Adjustment to sewer billings shall only be made where the leak has 

been repaired within twenty-one (21) days of its discovery, the required 

documentation has been provided, and the criteria set forth in Subsection 9-2.12(a). 

 c. The Township Committee may authorize the Municipal Attorney of the 

Township of Bedminster to file corrective appeals regarding annual sewer charges with the 

Sewer Collector in defense of appeals filed with the Sewer Collector and to sign stipulation 

of appeals filed on behalf of the Township of Bedminster which the Municipal Attorney 

feels are proper and in the best interests of the municipality. 

 Section 2. If any article, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the 

remaining portions of this Ordinance and they shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 3. In the event of any inconsistencies between the provisions of this Ordinance 

and any prior ordinance of the Township of Bedminster, the provisions hereof shall be determined 

to govern, and the inconsistencies of the prior ordinance are hereby repealed.  All other parts, 

portions and provisions of the Ordinances of the Township of Bedminster are hereby ratified and 

confirmed, except where inconsistent with the terms hereof. 
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Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and 

publication according to law. 

Introduced:   Cm Bernie Pane 
Passed:      February 22, 2016           
Published:      February 25, 2016 
Adopted:  March 7, 2016    
 
 
ATTEST:      TOWNSHIP OF BEDMINSTER: 
 
 
___________________________   By:___________________________ 
Judith A. Sullivan                Steven E. Parker, Mayor 
Township Clerk            
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