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Explanation:  The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend Chapter X entitled “Fire 

Prevention” of the Township of Bedminster General Ordinances. 

 

BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP 

ORDINANCE No.2015-010 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER X OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF BEDMINSTER GENERAL ORDINANCES ENTITLED  

“FIRE PREVENTION” 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Bedminster, in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

Section 1. The Township of Bedminster’s Revised General Ordinances, is 

hereby amended, at Chapter X entitled “Fire Prevention” as follows (new language in 

double-underlining): 

10-1    UNIFORM FIRE CODE. 

10-1.1    Adoption of Uniform Fire Code. 

a. For the purpose of prescribing regulations governing conditions hazardous, or 

likely to become hazardous to life or property from fire or explosion, that certain code 

known as "The Uniform Fire Code," N.J.A.C. 5:70-1.1 et seq., and all amendments and 

supplements thereto is hereby adopted in its entirety as the fire prevention code, rules, 

regulations, and standards of the Town ship of Bedminster (the "Code"). A copy of the 

code, printed in book form, accompanies the introduction of this section. Three (3) copies 

of the code have been placed on file in the office of the township clerk, and will remain 

on file, for the use of and examination by the public. 

b. The fire official shall be responsible for enforcing the code within the Township 

of Bedminster for: 

1. All privately-owned premises subject to the code, including, but not 

limited to, premises leased but not maintained by the state, or any of its boards, 

commissions, agencies or authorities; 

2. All premises owned by or leased to any municipal or local authority, 

board, commission or agency; 

3. All premises owned by or leased to any county or regional authority, or its 

boards, commissions, agencies or authority, or its boards, commissions, agencies or 

authorities if no county enforcing agency has been designated to enforce the code, or if 

requested to do so in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:71-2.9. 
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c. The fire official shall carry out the periodic inspections of the life hazard uses 

required by the code on behalf of the commissioner of community affairs. 

(Ord. #97-41, S 1; Ord. #2000-29, S 1) 

10-1.2 Appointment of Fire Official and Other Employees. 

a. The fire official shall be appointed by the township committee for a term of three 

(3) years. Said fire official shall coordinate the activities of any other inspectors or other 

staff, and shall be certified in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:71-4. The fire official shall 

enforce the provisions of this section and the code, as the code and this section may from 

time to time be amended. The fire official may serve simultaneously as the fire subcode 

official pursuant to the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code (N.J.A.C. 5:23-1, et 

seq.), the terms for both positions to run concurrently. A vacancy shall be filled for the 

unexpired term. 

b. The Township of Bedminster shall ensure that the township has an adequate 

number of inspectors to complete all necessary inspections and review of all permit 

applications and act on them in a timely manner, as well as sufficient staff to ensure that 

enforcement actions are taken in a timely manner when violations are found and not 

corrected. Any inspectors engaged in life hazard uses shall be certified as specified in 

N.J.A.C. 5:71.1, et seq. 

c. The fire official, additional inspectors and other local enforcement agency 

personnel provided pursuant to this subsection shall be considered public employees as 

set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:71-2.3. 

d. Removal from office. The fire official, inspectors and other employees of the 

enforcing agency shall be subject to removal by the township committee for inefficiency 

or misconduct. Each official, inspector or employee to be so removed shall be afforded an 

opportunity to be heard by the appointing authority or a designated hearing officer in 

accordance with the Township's Personnel Policies and Procedures and applicable law. 

(Ord. #97-41, S 1; Ord. #98-16, S 1, 3; Ord. #2000-29, S 1; Ord. #04-25, S 2; Ord. 

#2010-022, S 1) 

10-1.3 Fees and Permits. 

a. Life Hazard Uses. 

1. All life hazard uses shall be inspected for compliance with the code. 

b. Fees for permits as regulated by the code shall be as follows: 

  Type 1 - $42.00 
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  Type 2 - $166.00 

  Type 3 - $331.00 

  Type 4 - $497.00        

       1. Permit fees are subject to change in accordance with the New Jersey Uniform Fire 

Code (N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.9(c)). 

 

       2. Exemptions from fees hereunder are governed by Section 8-1.7 of the Township’s 

 General Ordinances. 

  

c. Open burnings shall require a Type 1 permit. Whenever the fire official or his 

representative is required to attend an open burning being held within the township, a fee 

of seventy-five ($75.00) dollars per hour shall be paid by the permit holder to the 

township, based upon the number of hours the fire official or his representative is 

required to attend such open burning, with a minimum of two (2) hours to be charged for 

each such event. 

1. All open burnings, including bonfires and recreational fires, shall be at 

least one hundred (100') feet from the property line, and at least fifty (50') feet from all 

structures. 

d. Non-life hazard uses shall be registered, with the appropriate fee being paid, every 

year. Non-life hazard uses shall be inspected for compliance with the code every two (2) 

years. The registration fee for non-life hazard uses shall be as follows: 

For buildings up to and including 

6,000 square feet                    -      $40.00 

For buildings over 6,000 square feet 

up to and including 12,000 square feet - $75.00 

For buildings over 12,000 square feet - $225.00 

Shopping centers with multi-tenants  $225.00 

e. Non-life hazard uses for storage groups shall be registered and inspected for 

compliance with the code every four (4) years. The registration fee for such non-life 

hazard storage groups shall be one hundred ($100.00) dollars per year. 
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f. All tents or air-supported structures covering an area exceeding nine hundred 

(900) square feet (84m2), including all connecting areas or spaces with a common means 

of egress or entrance and/or with an occupant load of fifty (50) or more persons, shall not 

be erected, operated or maintained for any purpose without first obtaining a permit. One 

(1) permit is required per tent. The permit license and filing fee shall be one hundred 

($100.00) dollars per season. All such tents and air-supported structures shall be 

inspected in accordance with Chapter 20, Section F-2001 of the State Fire Prevention 

Code. 

g. Temporary heating and cooking devices shall require a permit, with a fee of 

twenty ($20.00) dollars per device. 

 (Ord. #97-41, S 1; Ord. #2000-29, S 1; Ord. #04-25, SS 3–7; Ord. #2007-19 § 4; 

Ord. #2010-022, S 2) 

h.  Store Markings. All rear doors to shopping centers shall be marked with the name  

and/or address of store.  All numbers and/or letters shall be at least (2”) inches in height 

and be reflective. 

i.  All Individual Tenants in Life Hazard and Non-Life Hazard Buildings shall be 

registered with the Bedminster Township Fire Prevention. 

j.  All Associations and Property Management Companies must register with the 

Bedminster Township Fire Prevention in January of each year.   All records must remain 

current throughout the year.  

10-2 SMOKE-SENSITIVE ALARM DEVICES. 

a. Prior to the sale or lease of any structure or any change in occupancy for 

residential purposes, the owner shall obtain a certificate of smoke detector and carbon 

monoxide alarm compliance (CSDCMAC) with the township fire official. The 

application fee for a certificate of smoke detector and carbon monoxide alarm compliance 

(CSDCMAC) shall be based upon the amount of time remaining before the change of 

occupancy as follows: 

1. Requests for a CSDCMAC received more than ten (10) business days 

prior to the change of occupant:  $35.00 $40.00 

            2.         Requests for a CSDCMAC received four (4) to ten (10) business days 

prior to the change of occupant:         $70.00 

            3.          Requests for a CSDCMAC received fewer than four (4) business days 

prior to the change of occupant:         $125.00 

b. All certificates and inspections under this Section 10-2 are subject to compliance 

with the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code, N.J.A.C. 5:70-1, et seq. All fees under this 
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section are subject to change in accordance with the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code, 

N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.9(d). 

c. Any request for a duplicate CSDCMAC shall require a fee of twenty ($20.00) 

dollars per certificate. 

 (Ord. #04-25 SS 12–15; Ord. #2010-022, S 3) 

10-3    RESERVED. * 

*Editor's Note: Former Section 10-3, False Fire Alarms, previously codified herein and 

containing portions of Ordinance Nos. 97-25, 98-16 and 04-25 was repealed in its 

entirety by Ordinance No. 05-17. See Chapter XVII for regulations pertaining to alarm 

systems. 

10-4    USE OF PRIVATE WATER SOURCES IN FIRE 

EMERGENCIES. 

a. In the event of a fire emergency, a fire company shall be authorized to enter 

private property, residential or commercial, located within Bedminster Township, and to 

utilize any private water source including, but not limited to, swimming pools, fountains, 

ponds or streams. Private water sources shall be used only if no sufficient, easily 

accessible public water supply is available. Such determination shall be made by the chief 

of the local volunteer fire company responding to the fire emergency, or his designated 

representative at the scene of a fire emergency. 

b. Any person with knowledge or information regarding a private water source shall, 

in the event of a fire emergency, disclose such information to the fire company 

responding to such fire emergency, or to any other emergency personnel. 

c. Any person who prevents, hinders or impedes the utilization of any private water 

source in a fire emergency shall, upon conviction in municipal court, be subject to the 

penalty provisions set forth in Section 1-5 of the Township of Bedminster Township 

Code. 

(Ord. #97-37, S 1; Ord. #04-25, S 17) 

10-5    FIRE HYDRANTS. 

                                                 

*Editor's Note: Former Section 10-3, False Fire Alarms, previously codified herein and 

containing portions of Ordinance Nos. 97-25, 98-16 and 04-25 was repealed in its 

entirety by Ordinance No. 05-17. See Chapter XVII for regulations pertaining to alarm 

systems. 
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a. Permission Required. Except as set forth in paragraph b. below, no person, firm, 

corporation or entity shall open, use or turn on, or assist in the use, opening or turning on 

of, any public or private fire hydrant within the township without first obtaining a Type I 

permit from the township fire official. 

b. Nonapplicability to Fire Companies. Paragraph a. shall not apply to the use of any 

fire hydrant by a fire company or fire department rendering public fire service. 

c. Damage to Hydrants. No person, firm, corporation or entity shall damage, injure 

or deface, or assist in the damaging, injuring or defacing of, any fire hydrant. 

1.  Clear space around hydrants.  A three foot (914mm) clear space shall be 

maintained around the circumference of fire hydrants except as otherwise approved. 

2.            Private fire service mains and water tanks.  Private fire service mains and 

water tanks shall b periodically inspected, tested and maintained in accordance with 

NFPA 25.  

d. Violations and Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation or entity who is found 

guilty of violating any provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine of five hundred 

($500.00) dollars for the first offense, one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars for subsequent 

offenses or imprisonment in the county jail for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days, or 

both. 

(Ord. #2000-28, S 1; Ord. #04-25, S 18) 

 

Introduced: Cm Lawrence Jacobs   

Passed: October 19, 2015  

Published: October 22, 2015 

Adopted: November 2, 2015 

    

 

 

ATTEST:           BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

 

By:_______________________________     By:______________________________ 

      Judith A. Sullivan, Township Clerk       Steven E. Parker, Mayor 

 

        

Introduced Seconded Township Committee 

Vote for 

Adoption Nay Abstain Absent 

    Steven E. Parker, Mayor         

    Bernie Pane         

    Lawrence F. Jacobs         

    Staci Santucci         

    Kenneth Olsen         

 


