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The Bedminster Township Planning Board, Environmental Commission and Open Space-Farmland Preservation Committee present the following information to assist residents on their quest to “Go Green!”  Determine what will work best for you by navigating through the Green Levels listed below.
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· Green Level I <Page 2>
· Little to no cost

· Immediate savings / results
· Minor life changes
· Green Level II <Page 3>
· Moderate to little cost

· Savings / results within 1 yr

· Moderate life changes
· Green Level III <Page 4>
· Significant investment

· Long-term savings / results
· Significant to moderate life changes

Links to Additional Information:
· Federal, State & County Government

· U.S. Department of Energy
· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
· U.S. Department of Agriculture 
· Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

· National Organic Program 
· National Invasive Species Information Center 
· NJ Clean Energy Program 
· NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
· NJDEP Green Acres Program
· NJ Department of Agriculture 

· State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC)
· Somerset County 
· Non-Profit

· U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) 

· Upper Raritan Watershed Association (URWA)
· NJ Conservation Foundation (NJCF)
· Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ (CWF)
· NJ Audubon Society (NJAS)
· Commercial
· TreeHugger
· NJ Forestry Association
· Earth 911 
· Local Harvest 

GREEN LEVEL I
· REDUCE fossil fuel consumption by:
· Lowering the water heater’s temperature to 120°F
· Turning off all lights and PCs / laptops when not in use
· Putting landscape lights on timers and security lights on timers or motion detectors

· Unplugging chargers (e.g., cell phones, iPods, laptops) and appliances (e.g., microwaves, TVs, DVD players) when not in use
· Replacing electrical clocks with rechargeable battery-operated ones
· Lowering or raising the indoor temperature, depending on the season, by two degrees
· Keeping cars serviced, tires properly inflated, reducing aggressive acceleration and combining multiple errands into one trip
· REDUCE water consumption by:

· Taking showers not baths, shortening every shower by five minutes and turning water off while brushing teeth

· Running only full loads of laundry or dishes

· Watering lawns and gardens deeply but infrequently and only between the hours of 8pm-8am

· Using a broom instead of a hose to remove leaves and dirt from decks, walks and driveways
· Using blinds or curtains in the daytime during summer months and at night in winter months

· Reducing the number of times the car is washed
· REUSE materials by:
· Using cloth bags to carry groceries and other purchases

· Purchasing products that contain “post-consumer recycled content” (e.g., printer paper, envelopes, household paper products)
· Using a washable commuter mug for coffee and eliminate a disposable cup every day
· RECYCLE materials by:

· Collecting all materials Somerset County will pick up at the curb (newspaper, glass / plastic [#1&2] bottles, steel / bi-metal / aluminum cans, other paper / junk mail, textiles, corrugated cardboard & dry-cell batteries)
· Dropping off hazardous waste (e.g., anti-freeze, old pesticides, mercury [CFLs], auto batteries) and electronic waste (e.g., TVs, computers, VCRs, fax machines) at the Somerset County Recycling Center (Bridgewater) during the “1st Saturday of the Month”
· Leaving lawn clippings on the lawn and putting leaves in the compost pile, not in the landfill
· RESTORE indoor air quality by:

· Opening windows regularly, when temperate, to air out entire home and office

· Servicing and cleaning furnaces / air conditioners, replacing filters and vacuuming vents, intakes and floors regularly

· Using only products with low volatile organic compounds (VOCs) (e.g., paints, finishes, furniture, construction materials, flooring, rugs / carpeting)

· Switching to earth-friendly or natural cleaning products for household cleaning (e.g., Seventh Generation, white vinegar, baking soda, salt)
· Adding “air-filtering plants” (e.g., spider plant, bamboo and reed palm, Dracaena, Boston fern, Ficus, Chrysanthemum) to bedrooms, living rooms and offices
· RESTORE environmental quality by:

· Testing soil nutrients before adding fertilizers

· Planting only native perennial species in landscaping
· Turning engines off instead of idling for any length of time
GREEN LEVEL II
· REDUCE fossil fuel consumption by:
· Replacing incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)
· Checking and replacing weather stripping around doors and windows
· Adding insulation to attics and batt insulation to rim joists
· Planting “energy trees” around your home to help shade it in summer and protect it in winter (e.g., deciduous trees on the south and west sides and evergreens on the north side)

· Wrapping the water heater and exposed pipes with appropriate insulation
· Installing a whole house attic fan and/or ceiling fans in bedrooms, living rooms and offices

· Buying “CleanPower” from the NJ CleanPower Choice Program 

· Buying locally grown food products (e.g., fruit, vegetables, cheese, meat)
· Paying bills online
· REDUCE water consumption by:
· Repairing leaks and replacing faucets, shower heads and toilets with aerators and low-flow models
· Capturing rainwater in a rainbarrel or cistern for irrigation
· REDUCE waste by:
· Buying products in packaging that can be recycled or has the least amount of it

· Buying concentrated or economy-sized products or buying in bulk and sharing with friends and neighbors

· Using a water filtering pitcher or system instead of buying bottles of water
· Buying juice concentrate instead of sips or boxes of juice
· REUSE materials by:
· Using cloth diapers, a hand or electric razor or a digital camera instead of disposable ones
· Repairing and tailoring items as needed
· Getting involved in Craig’s List or in the Freecycle Network 

· RECYCLE materials by:
· Donating old or outgrown clothing, toys, furniture, working cars or books to local charities (e.g., Visiting Nurse Association of Somerset Hills, Second Chance Thrift [Gladstone], Serendipity [Far Hills])
· Donating a remodel project’s used building materials, furniture or working appliances to a friend, neighbor or Habitat ReStores 
· RESTORE environmental quality by:
· Buying organic products (e.g., cotton, food, beauty care)

· Planting an organic (no chemical pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers) garden or produce and flowers
· Removing all invasive species throughout the property and replacing with native species

· Reducing areas of land devoted to high maintenance lawns by replacing with native meadows, forests or perennials

· Planting as many native species of trees as possible and managing forests according to best practices set out by foresters 
GREEN LEVEL III
· REDUCE fossil fuel consumption by:
· Blowing cellulose insulation (recycled paper) into walls to fill cavities
· Replacing broken or old appliances with Energy Star rated ones and using the “energy-saver” feature when in use
· Installing a tankless water heating system
· Installing solar, wind, biomass or geothermal systems for all electrical or heating needs
· Replacing landscape, exterior and holiday lighting with LED or solar products

· Hosting virtual or video conferencing at work instead of flying to a meeting
· REDUCE waste by:
· Purchasing electronics which comply with or go beyond the RoHS directive 
· Buying, making and sharing information, photos and music digitally

· Getting off the direct mail list (e.g., junk mail, catalogs, solicitations)

· REUSE materials by:
· Building or remodeling with recycled and/or sustainably managed materials
· Purchasing from flea markets or antique and thrift shops and refurbishing items
· Adjusting plumbing to separate and reuse graywater for flushing or irrigation
· RECYCLE materials by:
· Bringing back Styrofoam peanuts to almost any packaging store for reuse (as long as they’re clean and dry)
· Composting food scraps, garden debris, leaves, etc. into a rich, “black gold” soil for plants and trees
· RESTORE environmental quality by:
· Walking or riding a bike for short trips to the store, telecommuting, carpooling or using mass transit

· Reducing the amount of meat (e.g., poultry, pork, beef) eaten
· Looking for the most efficient, lowest polluting car model or using a non-polluting car or zero emission vehicle

· Implementing LEED principles for new or renovation construction (USGBC)
· Using “green paving” options for patios, walks, driveways and parking lots
· Preserving the land through:
· Farmland Preservation:  a development easement, negotiated between the landowner and the State, County and/or Municipality, to protect land for agricultural use (NJDOA)
· Open Space:  Lands that are acquired with the State’s “Green Acres” funds and/or proceeds from County and/or Municipal Open Space Taxes, which are used solely for recreation and conservation purposes (NJDEP)
· Private Preservation:  Usually either a conservation easement on private land or land donated to or acquired by a non-profit organization, like URWA or NJCF.  A conservation easement (or restriction) is a legal agreement between a landowner and a land trust or government agency that permanently limits uses of the land in order to protect its conservation values.  Future owners also will be bound by the easement’s terms. 






